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Sensing 


Russ COOPER 


People have favourite colours, scents 
and all other sensory preferences. But 
did you know that those same sensory 
cues have favourite people? 

What's more? They make you want to 
buy stuff. 

Investigating how different sensory 
experiences affect the shopping desires 
of different people is what our newly 
minted Concordia Research Chair 
JMSB Professor Bianca Grohmann is 
researching with CFI funding. 

The $298 734 infrastructure grant 
will establish the Laboratory of Sensory 
Research at the JMSB. The lab is 
researching the impact of sensory cues 
on consumers in regards to their judg- 
ment and choices, and developing 
measurement scales that help 
researchers and marketers in the 
assessment of consumers’ perceptions 
of brands. 

For example, would someone per- 
haps be more charged to buy a new 
motorcycle if ‘Born to be Wild’ were 
blasting in the showroom? 

According to Grohmann, that just 
might make you more inclined to get 
your motor runnin’. 

While her research has helped her 
publish her work in a number of 
renowned publications (including 
Journal of Marketing, Journal of 
Marketing Research, Psychology & 
Marketing, and the Journal of the 
Academy of Marketing Science), 
Grohmann is currently focusing her 
attention on the visual aspects of mar- 
keting — namely how colours and type 
fonts create or reinforce buying habits 
for men and women. 

"Consumers tend to think that prod- 
ucts or brands have personalities,” she 
says. "What I've found is that visual ele- 
ments used in brand communication 
influence comsumers' brand personali- 
ty perceptions.” 

A simple example is the ubiquitous 
font, Arial; the sans serif, geometric type- 
face tends to appeal in a non-expressive 
way. "It's static and unnatural looking,” 
she says. "It's a subtle nuance, low on 
excitability that says ‘competence and 
reliability: It's better for an accountant 
rather than a hairdresser.” Whereas an 
extravagant, elegant script fonts such as 
Zappue-could be more associated with, 
positive attitudes and purchase inten- 
tions” of feminine product categories. 

The same goes for colours. "In my 


what 


sells 





Recently-named Concordia Research Chair Bianca Grohmann is researching how differ- 
ent sensory cues can trigger particular buying habits in different types of people. 


research, I've found brands using green 
are perceived as rugged and less 
sophisticated,” she says. "Colours like 


_yellow and purple are more appropri- 


ate for sensory-social products. 
Surprisingly, blue and black rated high- 
er than red in leading consumers to 
consider a brand more exciting. 

"Youll never see a power drill in a 
pink box with a frilly font on it." 

To the casual observer, this informa- 
tion may seem quite obvious. But 
Grohmann is conducting quantitative 
research about sensory consumption 
habits and distilling it into raw data to 
be used by business specialists. And 
she's eager to get into this area of 
research that has been surprisingly 
underexplored. 

"You don't find scientific evidence 
about how sensory elements appeal to 
different demographics in terms of 
marketing,” she says. 


Grohmann points out, however, 
these findings and subsequent conclu- 
sions are primarily concerned with 
browsing shoppers rather than those 
with a shopping list in hand. 

"All these marketing strategies don't 
behave in planned behaviour. It's pri- 
marily for those not aware of sensory 
clues,” she says. 

Ah yes... the malleable consumer: 
the Holy Grail for marketers. While 
Grohmann is excited to apply her 
research in the real world, she knows 
that consumers are currently more 
aware of marketing techniques than 
ever before. She evokes an initiative in 
Halifax to make it illegal to use scents 
in retail marketing. 

"I sense a backlash coming. It’s 
something consumers can't really pro- 
tect themselves from unless they act 
on it,” she says. "It may be a sign of 
things to come." 
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Faculty of Fine Arts honours contributions 


Every year, the Awards of Distinction are 
presented to individuals, organizations 
and corporations to honour the support of 
and excellence in the arts. 

Nominations for these awards are put forth 
by faculty members, students and staff: The 
selection committee is comprised of three 
faculty members and one representative 
each of the Fine Arts Advisory Board, the 
Fine Arts Student Alliance and _ the 
Advancement and Alumni Relations Office. 
This year, a formal presentation ceremony 
and cocktail reception will be held April 7 
on the 11th floor of the EV Building. 


Christine Jones 
Advancing the discipline of art 


KAREN HERLAND 


Being online is essential in a university. 

“We rely on information technology for 
teaching, research and for running the 
business of a university,’ says Patrick Kelley 
who was named Special Advisor to the 
Vice-President, Services on Information 
Technology, as well as Acting Head of IITS 
two months ago. 

Since beginning in his new role, he has 
begun a series of meetings for people 
involved in IT development across the 
university. These meetings help gather 
information to ensure the infrastructure 
meets the university's needs in the most 
cost-efficient way possible. 

Kelley’s mandate stems from an opera- 
tional review that was completed last 
summer. The recommendations suggest- 
ed, “IT had to be looked at across the uni- 
versity, as opposed to individual units.” 

For Kelley coordination is critical 
because our IT needs are growing at an 
exponential rate: Every new laptop, PDA 
or laboratory on campus takes its toll on 
internet traffic and function. 

The network requirements show no 
sign of decreasing and decisions on IT 
function have been piecemeal. Kelley sees 
a need for consistency in standards. 
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Christine Jones will be receiving the 
award for an artist or scholar whose 
body of work has advanced the disci- 
pline and positively impacted the 
Concordia community. 

Jones graduated in 1989 from 
Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts with a 
BFA in Design for the Theatre. She then 
earned an MFA from New York 
University, where she currently teaches. 
She is also a frequent guest lecturer at 
Princeton University. 

She continues to support and encour- 
age Concordia theatre students, leading 
master classes at the university and reg- 
ularly offering advice and direction. 

Jones enjoyed a long career as an 
accomplished set designer before her 
2007 Tony Award nomination for Best 
Scenic Design of a Musical for the hit 
Broadway play, Spring Awakening. Jones 
also earned nominations from the 
Drama Desk and Outer Critics’ Circle for 
The Green Bird, which appeared on 
Broadway in 2000. She has designed sets 
for the Houston Grand Opera, New York 
City Opera and Minnesota and Denver 
opera companies. 


Ydessa Hendeles 
Outstanding contribution to art and 
culture 


Toronto-based Ydessa Hendeles will 
receive the award for her remarkable 
service and support of arts and culture. 


Hendeles is an internationally renowned 
curator, collector and creator of the dis- 
tinctive practice of ‘curatorial composi- 
tions. She has presented more than 100 
contemporary-art exhibitions in the past 
30 years. From 1980 to 1988, Hendeles 
operated a commercial art gallery in 
Toronto exhibiting exclusively Canadian 
artists. In 1988, she established the ground- 
breaking Ydessa Hendeles Art Foundation, 
Canada’s first privately supported contem- 
porary art exhibition space. 

Hendeles was inducted as a Member of 
the Order of Canada in 2004 and Order of 
Ontario in 1998, and in 2002, won a 
Governor General’s Award for 


Outstanding Contribution in the Visual 
and Media Arts. 





JOISILHM 3949039 


Born in Marburg, Germany, Hendeles 
grew up in Toronto and is a graduate of 
the University of Toronto, the New School 
of Art in Toronto and the Toronto Art 
Therapy Institute. She is now a doctoral 
candidate at the University of Amsterdam. 
In July, she will begin an adjunct appoint- 
ment as professor at the University of 
Torontos Department of Art. 


Fondation J.A. DeSéve 
Exceptional financial support 


The Fondation J.A. DeSéve will receive the 
award for its tremendous financial sup- 
port and its positive affect on the 
Concordia community. Accepting the 


_ award will be Guy Dufort. 


The numerous Quebec sites that bear 
the name J.A. DeSéve are a testament to 
the Fondation’s positive impact on the 
province’s educational, cultural and 
humanitarian causes. Concordia’s own 
J.A. DeSéve Cinema in the J.W. 
McConnell Building has played host to 
countless screenings of student works 
and award-winning films, lectures and 
artist talks. 

The foundation owes its ability to con- 
tinue its philanthropic mission to its 
founder, Joseph-Alexandre DeSéve (1896- 
1968), one of the most important figures 
in 20th-century Quebec film and televi- 
sion. DeSéve established the foundation 
J.A. DeSéve in 1966 and a charitable trust 
was instituted in his name in 1968. 





IT infrastructure being assessed 


“Everyone has a reason for doing their 
own thing their own way, but that 
moves you away from efficiency. Our 
policies are outdated and not relevant 
to the situation.” 

Kelley has established three commit- 
tees: An overarching advisory committee 
made up of senior officials and two sub- 
committees; one to address policies and 
the other to investigate IT security. The 
committees’ work, building on the opera- 


tional review, will support the develop- 
ment of a coherent plan, 

“The first draft of an IT plan will be 
rough and require a lot of feedback from 
various key people throughout the uni- 
versity, but we hope to have it finalized in 
about a year.” 

At this point, information-gathering 
and planning is critical. Kelley is reluc- 
tant to recommend 100% centralization, 
or the opposite. He would prefer a sys- 


The university’s IT requirements are constantly increasing. 


tematic review, warning of the potential 
pitfalls of a unilateral approach. 

Once the general infrastructure and 
policy questions are addressed, Kelley 
will turn his attention to departments 
with particular needs such as finances, 
advancement and human resources. He 
also wants to improve document man- 
agement. 

Anyone who has ideas or input can sub- 
mit them to iits-pr@concordia.ca. 
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CSLP toolkit 





VP Research Louise Dandurand (left) and Acting Director of the Office of Research Carole Brabant congratulate the 
Director of the Centre for the Study of Learning and Performance ,Philip Abrami, at a March 30 reception. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Over the last two weeks, the 
Centre for the Study of Learning 
and Performance has hosted a 
number of events celebrating 
their work on research and devel- 
opment on Information and 
Communication Technologies 
(ICT). 

The CSLP’s work on a variety of 
software tools intended to 
enhance student learning and lit- 
eracy skills was launched earlier 
as the Learning Toolkit. 

“Elements of the software have 
been developed for eight years 
and improved. But they have 
reached a stage of stability, so we 
have linked them and offered 
them as part of an integrated 
package,’ explains Anne Wade, 
Manager of the CSLP. 

In the toolkit is ABRA- 
CADABRA an interactive pro- 
gram that helps younger children 
develop reading skills. Also 
included is ePEARL, an electronic 
portfolio tool designed to help 
elementary and secondary stu- 
dents organize their own work, 
set goals and share their work 
with their classmates, parents 
and teachers. The CSLP is also 
developing ISIS-21, an informa- 
tion literacy tool that instructs 
and supports students as they 
conduct their research. 

A funding proposal has been 
submitted to the eduation min- 
istry that would finance a post- 
secondary level for ePEARL. If 
successful, students in Concor- 
dias Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education program 
could use ePEARL as a means to 
reflect on their own professional 
development. “This will help 


them become comfortable with 
how to use technology to support 
learning; Wade says. “They will 
understand its value and peda- 
gogical use and hopefully use 
ePEARL in their own classrooms, 

The March 23 launch featured 
CSLP representatives Richard 
Schmid and Anne Wade. Also 
present were representatives of 
LEARN, a non-profit foundation 
that facilitates delivery of e-learn- 
ing tools to the province's English 
school systems, and the Centre 
de transfert pour la réussite 
educative de Québec, both sup- 
porters of the project. The soft- 
ware was presented to a room 
packed with representatives from 
government and numerous 
English language school boards 
across the province. 

“Every English school board in 
Quebec has _ installed the 
Learning Toolkit locally, as have 
many French ones; Wade says. 

The software is offered free of 
charge to the educational com- 
munity. Tools within the 
Learning Toolkit have been 
researched in classrooms in 
Quebec, Manitoba, Alberta, 
British Columbia and Ontario. 

Besides software progress, on 
March 30, the CSLP held a recep- 
tion to thank the ministére du 
développement économique de 
l'innovation et de l’exportation 
(MDEIE) whose $550 000 infra- 
structure contribution, along with 
funds from the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, supported the upgrade of 
numerous facilities on campus for 
the design, development and test- 
ing of their software. The recep- 
tion presented a video that pro- 
vided an overview of the CSLP’s 
research and development on 


ICT activities. 

“We have new servers, new 
design and development 
machines and we have about 50 
new laptops which are distrib- 
uted in our research classrooms, 
explains Wade. 

Being able to use responsive, 
current equipment in the field is 
necessary since the software is 
developed through an iterative 
process of research, design, devel- 
opment, and then implemented 
with new design improvements. 

A number of CSLP researchers 
are from the Educational 
Technology Program which was 
established as the first such pro- 
gram in 1968. A series of events 
have been planned for this year, 
including a recent educational 
technology fair which demon- 
strated that keeping on top of the 
latest developments is critical in 
this competitive environment. 

On April 1, the CSLP demon- 
strated its new equipment and 
materials for President Judith 
Woodsworth. She visited the 
centre's various facilities as one 
of the several on-site research 
lab visits she has conducted 
over the last few weeks through 
the Office of Research. 

Philip C. Abrami, Research 
Chair and Director of CSLP was 
out of the country for the March 
23 launch, but was available for 
the other events. He will be 
receiving the 2009 Outstanding 
Contributions To Cooperative 
Learning Award in San Diego 
later this month. The award 
honours contributions to coop- 
erative learning research and is 
offered through a group of the 
American Educational Research 
Association. 
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ACCOLADES 


Sherry Simon (Département d'Etudes frangaises) was awarded a 
Killam Research Fellowship for her research project titled: Cities in 
Translation: Calcutta, Trieste, Barcelona 1850-2000. Simon was one 
of nine researchers who received the honour awarded by the Canada 
Council for the Arts. The 15 members of the selection committee 
chose her work from a field of 79 applicants based on outstanding 
merit. 


Qo 


Students from the JMSB won top honours at the 12th HEC-Montréal 
Caisse de Dépét et placement du Québec undergraduate student 
stock exchange on March 21. The team of Karim Charafeddine, 
Zhuo Ling, Kevin Wynnyn Chan, Patrick Kuczynski and Sain 
Godil excelled in a field of 450 students representing 12 schools. 
Each team was given a fictional $200 000 to invest, which the JMSB 
team managed to nearly triple. The achievement earned them each 
a $2 000 bursary from the Caisse. 


The International Conference on Energy & Environment 
(EnviroEnergy) held in late March honoured Ahmad Zbeeb, Vijay 
Devabhaktuni, Abdel Sebak and L.K. Maheshwari for best stu- 
dent paper (Energy). The students authored a paper entitled "A New 
Microcontroller-Based MPPT Algorithm for Photovoltaic 
Applications.” 


Nov 


Sima Aprahamian (Sociology and Anthropology) was honoured at 
International Women's Day celebrations organized by the Montreal 
and Laval chapters of the Armenian Relief Society (ARS-HOM). 
Aprahamian was recognized for her academic achievements, 
including over 20 years of teaching and service at Concordia 
University, gender related and innovative research approaches and 
publications, as well as her tireless endeavours in the Armenian 
community of Montreal, in particular within the literary and cultur- 
al circles. Christine St-Pierre, Quebec's Minister of Culture, 
Communications and Status of Women addressed over three hun- 
dred guests present at the celebrations. 


XQ 


While the final tally has not been calculated, JMSB students and 
grads participating in 5 Days for the Homeless who spent nearly a 
week living on the streets to raise money for Dans la Rue announced 
a provisional total of $27 000. A dozen people camped in front of the 
GM building, depending on the kindness of strangers and friends 
alike to supply food during the campaign. 
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Generosity met academic excellence when more than 400 donors 
and student recipients of scholarships and bursaries greeted one 
another March 19 at Concordias Donor Student Excellence 
Recognition Cocktail at the downtown Hyatt Regency. The annual 
event allows for scholarship recipients to meet and personally thank 
their benefactors for helping them fund their studies and strive for 
excellence. Marla Maltinsky (left), representing Brother 
International Corporation, with the three scholarship recipients for 
2008-09 of the Brother International Corporation Entrance 
Scholarship for students at the John Molson Schoo! of Business, The 
recipients are Hin Lau, Michael Chan and Sze Wan Chiu. 
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Sharing the Wealth: RBC announced March 26 a gift of $1.5 mil- 
lion to create five professorships at the JMSB. Representing RBC at the 
gift ceremony, (left to right) Claude Lussier, Manager, Media Relations, RBC 
Royal Bank; Suzanne Aversa (BComm 88), Private Banker, RBC Wealth 


Management, 
Manager, RBC Royal Bank. 


RBC Investments; and Rosemary Maida, Senior Account 


“This is an important investment in education by one of Canada’s top 
financial institutions. It recognizes the high quality of teaching and schol- 
arship at the JMSB,” said President Judith Woodsworth during the cere- 
mony. Also present were Kathy Assayag, VP Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, and Sanjay Sharma, Dean of the JMSB. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Rose Sheinen (née Shuber) 


We are saddened to announce 
on Friday, March 20, long-time 
Concordian and innovative aca- 
demic Rose Sheinin passed away. 
She was 79. 

A scientist, daughter, wife, 
mother and grandmother, 
Sheinin blazed a trail for women 
in science and academia. She 
lived her life with determination, 
passion and integrity, always 
pursuing her beliefs with fearless 
commitment. 

A biology professor, she also 
served in various administrative 
roles (including Vice-Rector, 
Academic) at Concordia from 
1989 to 2000. She chaired many 
groups including Women in 
Scholarship Committee (1989- 
1994). She was on the National 
Advisory Board for the Canadian 
Encyclopedia and was winner of 


sraunvayd SYNO! 


the YWCA Woman _ of 
Distinction Award in 1988. 

Predeceased by Joe, the love of 
her life, she is survived and will 
be sorely missed by David, Gabi, 
Mica, Daniela, Jack, Eleanor, 
Florene, Carolyn, Jennifer, Eli, 
Matthew, Harry, Lisa, Rachel, 
Jonah, Elka, as well as far too 
many friends to count. 





JMSB growing rapidly 


Enrolment outpacing revenues 


KAREN HERLAND 


Dean Sanjay Sharma has been 
busy in the year since he last 
presented the John Molson 
School of Business achieve- 
ments to the Board of 
Governors. 

At the March 23 meeting, 
Sharma provided an update on 
a Faculty with a 36% leap in raw 
enrolment during 2007-08. The 
JMSB is bursting at the seams at 
its present location and is 
primed to move into its new 
home when construction finish- 
es at the end of this term. 

During the past year, JMSB 
has attracted classroom naming 
donations from almost two 
dozen corporate and individual 
supporters, in addition to major 
gifts for academic and research 
support, including $500 000 
from Manulife and the $2 mil- 
lion David O’Brien Centre and 
Distinguished Professorship in 
Sustainable Enterprise. The 
recent RBC gift was finalized 
after the period covered in his 
presentation to the board (see 
above left). This past year, 
research funding from major 
granting agencies rose from 
$250 000 to $2.2 million. 

Sharma emphasized the 
Faculty’s participation in under- 
graduate and graduate case 
competitions as key for raising 
its profile in an increasingly 
competitive global business 
school landscape. The annual 
JMSB MBA International Case 
Competition continues _ to 
attract the world’s top business 
schools as competitors and was 
written up in November 2008 in 
The Times of London. At the 
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JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma 


undergraduate level, the JMSB 
competition went international 
in 2008 and attracted some of 
the top business schools from 
around the world (see Journal, 
March 5, 2009). 

Our teams excelled in compe- 
titions around the world, earn- 
ing honours both nationally and 
internationally, scoring one of 
the top three positions at 
University of Arizona, Ohio 
State University, Coventry, U.K., 
Rotman (Toronto), Ottawa, 
Royal Roads, Jeux de Commerce 
and the Happening Marketing 
events. 

These events allow. JMSB stu- 
dents to be global ambassadors 
while gaining real-life experi- 
ence. For the second year in a 
row the Ecole des Mines de 
Paris named Concordia number 
one among Canadian universi- 
ties for having the highest hum- 
ber of alumni who are CEOs of 
Global Fortune 500 companies. 

The Faculty has also earned 


_ Strategic planning process entering home stretch 


The strategic planning process 
is entering the home stretch as 
feedback from all corners of the 
university is being collated into 
an action plan. 

On March 23 President Judith 
Woodsworth delivered a presen- 
tation on the broader context of 
the planning process to the 
Board of Governors. The presen- 
tation provided facts and figures 
on student enrolment, resources 
and revenues for the university. 
That data is being supported by 
information from other sources. 


After a broad public consulta- 
tion last term, a reworked plan 
was posted for comments at 
concordia.ca/strategicplan- 
ning/draftstrategicplan. 

In January, Woodsworth 
established three Presidential 
Panels on areas of key impor- 
tance: Student experience, 
employee engagement and com- 
munity engagement. Those bod- 
ies are currently preparing the 
results of their consultation and 
reflection for integration into 
the final plan. 


“The work of these panels is 
vital to our success in drafting a 
workable and _ . sustainable 
action, says Proyost David 
Graham. “Having some focused 
suggestions on these important 
areas should help us to ensure 
that our planned actions are in 
tune with community expecta- 
tions and that we can count on 
the full support of the communi- 
ty, both inside and outside 
Concordia, as a result” 

A first iteration of the full 
plan, which will include a state- 


ment of the context and a sam- 
ple action plan in addition to the 
core document already made 
available, will be presented at 
Senate on April 17. Comments 
from that presentation and feed- 
back from the web site will be 
integrated into a second version 
to go to Senate in May. 

The final plan will go to the 
Board of Governors in June. 
After that, the plan can be set 
into motion. 


KAREN HERLAND 


distinction for its research 
achievements. Last year, the 
Administrative Sciences 
Association of Canada awarded 
JMSB the award for Research 
Excellence as a result of a clean 
sweep of almost all award cate- 
gories by the faculty and staff 
members for their papers. Three 
JMSB professors currently serve 
as editors of prestigious and 
reputed international journals. 

This fall will see the launch of 
the Graduate Diploma in 
Business Administration, offer- 
ing business training to those 
with a degree in another field. 
Sharma mentioned there has 
been a lot of interest generated 
by this much-anticipated pro- 
gram. 

Despite an impressive reputa- 
tion and contribution to the 
academic milieu, the JMSB 
remains hampered by limited 
resources. Faculty hiring has not 
kept pace with student enrol- 
ment and student-faculty ratios 
are amongst the highest in 
Canada. The JMSB has one of 
the lowest budgets per faculty 
member of any business school 
accredited by the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business, according to statistics 
on their web site. 

With the global economy in 
turmoil and an uncertain future, 
the JMSB wants to “bring back 
the focus to basic values with 
courses on sustainability, corpo- 
rate social responsibility, global- 
ization and ethics, concluded 
Sharma. 
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The cause and consequence of consumption are concerns facing researchers, students and staff: 
In this supplement, including articles on page 1 and page 12, we consider the issue. For more, attend the 


President’s Conference - Understanding Desire 


Brain and Reward: Appetite, 
Anticipation, and Drug 
Addiction 

10 to 11:30 a.m. DeSéve Cinema 
Shimon Amir, Uri Shalev and Jane 
Stewart of Concordia’s Department of 
Psychology and Center for Studies in 
Behavioral Neurobiology will discuss 
the relationship between the brain 
and reward by exploring the links 


between the physiological impulses — 


that control appetite, anticipation 
and addiction. 


The Addictive Network 

1 to 2:30 p.m, D.B, Clarke Theatre 
Bart Simon of the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology and Bill 
Bukowski of the Department of 
Psychology and the Centre for 
Research in Human Development will 
discuss our increasing dependence on 


technologies such as video games and 
the internet and examine why youth 
invest so much time, emotion and 
thought in virtual worlds. 


Self, Sexuality and Desire 
7 to 9 p.m. D.B. Clarke Theatre 
Viviane Namaste of the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute, Mare LaFrance of 
the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology and Jim Pfaus of the 


on April 6 


Department of Psychology and the 
Centre for Research in Human 
Development will discuss sexual 
identity as a complicated blend of 
physiology, social influences, and 
self-image. Although humans are all 
born with a biological identity and 
undergo physiological and psycho- 
logical transformations as they grow 
older, they are also socialized by gen- 
der norms. 


CSBN knows the way to your needs 
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effect that may contribute to metabolic distur- 
bances in some people. 

As for the conference, each CSBN member par- 
ticipating will be bringing their own unique per- 
spective. 

Amir, a Concordia Senior Research Chair holder 
since 2001, focuses his research on the circadian 
rhythm. In examining the genes inside the brain's 
master clock, the suprachiasmatic nucleus of the 
hypothalamus (the part of the brain that controls 
time-based aspects such as body temperature, hor- 
mone levels, sleeping and eating patterns), he's dis- 
covered those same genes function outside of the 
suprachiasmatic nucleus and have shown to control 
certain other behaviour. As for what behaviour in 
particular, that's part of his current investigations. 

Shalev's current research focuses on reward 
obtaining-directed behaviour. His research has led 
him to theorize that the mechanisms failing to con- 
trol drug-taking behaviour are the same involved in 
the loss of control on eating. 

Pfaus’ area of specialty is sexual function, focusing 
on measures of sexual desire in women and men, and 


As part of a tour of research facilities across the university, President Woodsworth (left) and VP Research Louise 
Dandurand visited the CSBN on March 30. The pair listen to technician Heshmat Rajabi while professors Barbara 
Woodside and Shimon Amir look on. 


how such measures are altered by different types of 
erotic stimuli. His research is centred around sexual 


Russ COOPER 


"All of us are interested in why organisms go after the 
goals they go after,” says Psychology Professor 
Barbara Woodside. 

She is also Director of the Center for Studies in 
Behavioral Neurobiology (CSBN) whose researchers 
will comprise half of the eight featured panelists at 
the President's Conference on April 6; a conference 
discussing the links between the brain and the moti- 
vation that fuels appetite, anticipation and addiction. 

Professors Shimon Amir, Uri Shalev and Jane 
Stewart \will be discussing Brain and Reward: 
Appetite, Anticipation, and Drug Addiction. 
Professor Jim Pfaus will be on the evening Self, 
Sexuality and Desire panel. 

Those at the CSBN are researching the neuro- 


pathways that help facilitate desire and dependency. 
"We're concerned with the mechanisms that make 
you choose one goal object over another goal 
object,” she says. "The pathways in the brain that are 
rewarding with drugs of abuse are the same path- 
ways that are activated when you say, ‘wow, that was 
a really good steak. I think I could have seconds.’ 
“It's about understanding the choices we make. 
Why have the steak and not the rack of lamb?" 
Woodside, a Birmingham, U.K.-native who's been 
at the CSBN since 1980, was recently named as one 
of 11 new Concordia Research Chairs (see Journal, 
March 5, 2009). She studies the tendencies of female 
rats as they lactate. Roughly a year ago, she showed 
that leptin (a hormone that acts in the brain to limit 
food intake) is ineffective when prolactin (a hor- 
mone present during pregnancy) is present - an 


desire, reward and inhibition in male and female 
rats. He is also interested in the effects of drugs of 
abuse on sexual behavior. 

Stewart specializes in the motivational effects of 
drugs of abuse and the long-term effects of repeated 
exposure to opioid and stimulant drugs on brain and 
behaviour. A year ago, Stewart, whose academic 
career at Concordia has covered an impressive 45 
years, was awarded the Officer of the Order of 
Canada by the Governor General. 

The Center currently has 11 executive members, as 
well as associate members and 19 principal investi- 
gators. 

"A strong point of our work at the CSBN is that 
we go from behaviour to mechanisms, but we don't 
stop there,” Woodside says. "We're constantly try- 
ing to build functional connections about what's 
going on.” 
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WHY WE WANT 
CLASSACTION 





Digesting the importance of food 





Orange juice comes from Florida? 


Russ COOPER 


Hands up for all who remember being told by our 
mothers to eat everything on your plate. Now, hands 
up to everyone who could say where that food came 
from or why your mom made her meatloaf the way 
she did. 

If you answered only to the former, you might 
want to serve yourself a plateful of Communication 
Studies Professor Liz Miller's class, You Are What 
You Eat (and Drink). 

"Most of us consume food without thinking about it. 
We're trying to connect the dots between the food we 
eat everyday and where it comes from, what are the 
implications and who we are.” 

This is the first time this one-semester 435 class has 
been offered and is feeding the minds of 22 eager stu- 
dents. Besides readings and film screenings, the first of 
three major assignments was to take a photo of what 
was inside their fridge at home, analyze the contents 
and try to understand how far it had travelled. Several 
students went above and beyond, crafting reproduc- 
tion of their refrigerators, complete with pullout food 
bins. "It was as if 1 staged a science fair,’ Miller adds. 

The second assignment, entitled Follow a Recipe, 
was a potluck where students were to prepare a fami- 
ly recipe and discuss the role food plays in shaping 
identity, learning about the ingredients’ production in 
the process. 

"Food is connected to politics, the global food chain, 
labour processes, as well as transportation and oil 
consumption. But there's also identity politics; recipes 
are like a cultural DNA,’ says Miller. "Students had to 
chat with parents, grandparents about how to make a 
dish they had perhaps been eating all their lives.” 

The third assignment has students preparing an 
essay or video about an alternative food player in 
Montreal - eg. an organic farmer, rooftop gardens, a 
slow food restaurant — and will be due at the end of 
semester. 

Sound a bit more like a sociological study rather 
than communications research? It's a bit of both, says 
Miller, but there's a difference. 

"There are many ways to communicate. Eating is a 
communicative act. If youre making a meal or tak- 
ing a Polaroid, youre engaging with audiences and 
bring a heightened awareness of the message,’ says 
Miller, who will moderate the afternoon session, at 
the President's Conference on April 6. 


ao 


Quebec 
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Professor Liz Miller (left) and student enjoy the class potluck of family recipes. 


Inspired by King Vidor's 1934 film Our Daily Bread 
depicting the Great Depression (required viewing 
for the students), the course is particularly well- 
timed in light of this current economic uncertainty 
and the inevitable turmoil surrounding global food 
production and the shift towards movements of 
heightened appreciation of food, such as fair-trade 
commerce or the 20-mile diet—an element Miller 
clearly intends to keep on the burner. 

"Food and water scarcity is a reality. I think we're 
touching on a nerve that's really impacting this gener- 
ation,’ she says. "Every single day people face decisions 
about food. Conscious eating can be an act of every- 
day resistance.” 

She credits Concordia with being at the forefront 


of sustainability movements. In particular, the 
People's Potato. 

"I feel there's a real appetite among students to get 
involved and change the assumptions, the patterns of 
a corporate food industry that ultimately won't be able 
to feed the majority.” 

While issues tackled and awareness raised may be 
the meat of the matter for the class, Miller says getting 
to know her students in a uniquely personal way has 
been, well, the cherry on top. 

"Suddenly, it was a window into understanding the 
lives of my students. I've learned so much about these 
students it has made me wish I knew my students this 
well for every class I've taught,” she says. "Food quickly 
gets to who you are.” 


WHY WE WANT 
Playing with disciplines 


Digital gaming attracting researchers from across the university 


KAREN HERLAND 


Video-gamers are usually represented as an anti- 
social group absorbed in a virtual world requiring no 
human contact. 

Sociologist Bart Simon has been researching the 
social pull of gaming and the communities created 
around the phenomenon for some time now. He'll be 
talking about that attraction, and its sociological 
impact on young people, during the President's 
Conference afternoon session. 

Ironically, the supposedly isolating world of gam- 
ing is the subject of a new broader cross-faculty 
research initiative in Technoculture, Art and 
Games (TAG). 

Since January, Simon has been director of TAG, 
working with Lynn Hughes, Associate Dean, 
Research and International Relations for the Faculty 
of Fine Arts, whose research into the design and 
development of interactive and collaborative forms 
of gaming have been a feature of her work at 
Hexagram (see Journal, Jan. 17, 2008). 

Over the last two months TAG has held an open 
research brainstorming meeting and open houses in 
their location on the 11th floor of the EV Building. 
Their laboratory includes state of the art equipment 
to play games and understand what makes them 
(and their players) tick. 

Simon has been involved in the 
GameCODE project, a Concordia-based research 
initiative that began in 2004. Working with Bernard 
Perron of Ludiciné (Department of Art History and 


Montreal 


Cinema at Université de Montréal) and a team of 


students, Simon's project explored the cultural 
impact of digital games. 

At the same time, Simon was speaking with pro- 
fessors in the English Department and _ the 
Département d'Etudes frangaises “thinking about 
starting a program in digital narratives” 

Ultimately the different ideas came together in 
TAG. “As much as we are set up to play games and 
study how they are played the major focus of the 
project is to see what happens when you bring a 
bunch of folks together from across faculties around 





The Technoculture, Art and Games project is exploring how games function socially and how to improve the functionality 


of games technically in a hands-on lab and think -ank. 


a common reference point (i.e. digital games) and 
then try and make something,” says Simon. 

All of this makes sense in Montreal, where gam- 
ing and game design are thriving. Those interested 
began meeting and establishing a common lan- 
guage. 

“The meetings have been so rich ;’ says Hughes. “I 
remember looking around the table after a recent 
meeting and thinking how wonderful it was to have 
participants from art, sociology, history, English, 
education, applied human sciences along with grad- 
uate students all talking about games” 

For Simon, the opportunity to pool expertise has 
been enlightening on a number of levels. 


The TAG room on the I Ith floor of the EV Building is both lab and observation room, with consoles for numerous games. 
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PRELUDE TO WAR 
U0) remy Bye 


“People like me have vastly unreal expectations 
of game design.” He described his idea to create a 
game using technology like the Wii (a current focus 
of study) to allow the player to manipulate a light 
sabre the way it’s done in the movies. “It took two 
seconds talking to Lynn to realize how challenging 
it might be” 

Re-imagining a game within the technological 
parameters of limited axes of movement, that still 
proves engaging for the player, becomes the chal- 
lenge. “A lot of gaming is about illusion. It’s the rela- 
tionship between what the technology offers and 
what the player wants.” 

As the project uses seed funding supplied by the 
Office of Research, it has attracted attention from all 
quarters. TAG will benefit from the work of a post- 
doctoral fellow, and a high-profile visiting scholar 
over the next several months. 

And next month, TAG will present the "Porous 
Lab" project in the Bourget Building, formerly the 
home of the MFA program, as part of Biennale 
Montreal 2009. 

“This year’s theme is Open Culture and we want to 
set up the lab publicly so that people can ‘peek into 
what we do,’ explains Hughes. "We want to highlight 
a broad range of very innovative games that most 
people don't know exist.” She hopes the series of 
events slated for the lab will allow the public, partic- 
ipants and creators to interact with each other and 
the games. 

For instance, LittleBigPlanet, currently one of the 
games available in TAG’s interactive lab, allows the 
player to customize the game. 

Simon says he is working on a game for his young 
daughter. “I've been asking what my daughter likes 
and constructing challenges for her interest and 
skill level” 

And that kind of family cooperation is a long way 
from the anti-social player of yore. 
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WHY WE WANT 
Lifting the lid off bottled water 


Concordia’s TAPThirst brings awareness to World Water Week 





¥2d00) SSAY 


Members of water awareness group TAPThirst stand 
beside the Tower of Consumption as part of World 
Water Week, March 20 to 27. The structure (which 
measured over lOft. tall before the cold caused the 
glue to break) is made up of 150 water bottles 
retrieved from Hall Building garbage during only two 
hours of the R4 Waste Audit (see Journal, March 19). 

"We were looking for a way to visualize the waste 
created around campus,” said TAPThirst co- 
founder Laura Beach (middle, flanked by Julian ver- 
boomen, left and Fern Allie, right). "People should’ 
understand that each bottle they throw away adds 
something.” Beach states that four out of five water 
bottles sold in Quebec end up in landfills. 

The organizers of World Water Week (a joint 
projects of Concordia and McGill QPIRGs) 
described the events’ turnout and interest as 
"amazing." On March 20, hundreds of people 
crowded into the Leacock Building at McGill to 
hear keynote speaker Michael Mercredi, a member 
of the Athabasca Chipewyan/Dene First Nation 
from the Fort Chipewyan, Alberta, community of 
some 1 200 aboriginals located downstream from 
the tar sands. Mercredi, a former oil sands worker, 
described how the development is killing people in 
his community by pollution and overusage of 
water during oil processing. 

TAPThirst has recently received a Sustainable 
Action Fund grant to promote visibility of water 
fountains around campus and to raise awareness 
about wasteful bottled water production. (Did you 
know it takes three times the amount of water in a 
bottle to cool the plastic during its production?) 

TAPThirst also highlights how wasteful con- 
sumption exacerbates scarcity and privatization of 
water elsewhere in the world. Coinciding with UN 
World Water Day on March 22, an international 
conference in Istanbul ended with a United Nations 
statement recognizing water as a "basic human 
need" rather than a "basic human right.’ 

"The week was a catalyst to draw attention to big- 
ger issues like the commoditization of a natural 
resource that should be a human right,” said Beach. 


Finding the help you need 


Unfortunately, a variety of life stresses can lead to 


_ dependence on drugs or alcohol that hinder our 


ability to function effectively. For those employees in 
need of an impartial counsellor to help with addic- 
tion or any other problem, there's the Employee 
Assistance Program (EAP). 

The EAP's Drug and Alcohol Recovery Program 
(DARP) is for anyone concerned about their own 
habits or the habits of a friend. If you or someone 
you know have experienced negative consequences 
as a result of your use or have noticed increased use 
of drugs or alcohol, the EAP is there if and when you 
need it. 

From there, the EAP’s counsellors will be able to 
perform an initial assessment and provide an action 
plan to help you deal with an issue at hand. 

Since its establishment in 1992, the EAP has been 
providing members of the Concordia community 
with counselling to help deal with any number of 


issues. The confidential information service can 
help those affected by substance abuse, gambling, 
internet addiction, personal or emotional issues, 
interpersonal issues, work-related concerns, sexual 
harassment, violence or bereavement. 

"What's important about our program is that we 
have a great deal of flexibility built into our systems," 
says EAP Chair Miriam Posner. "We offer short-term 
counselling of six to 12 sessions for any one issue. 
But if another issue arises, we're able to create 
another six to 12 to resolve that problem as well.” 

"Of course, the cornerstone of what we do is 
confidentiality. All information disclosed will 
always remain confidential and will never be 
shared in any way.” 

Posner has been with the EAP since its incep- 
tion and even served on the selection committee 
that helped found the program. She's also got 
quite the history at our fair institute. She’s been 


working at Concordia for 35 years. As a student, 
she completed her BScin 1974 at SGW, as well as 
her MBA in 1989. 

Posner emphasizes the EAP's willingness to help 
employees wishing to help a colleague or family 
member who's been affected by a problem. 

"We're happy to provide advice to someone, say, 
who wishes to bring an abuse problem to their 
attention or wishes to learn ways to stop being an 
enabler,” she says. 

"The university and the EAP has always prided 
itself in providing itself with services like this,’ she 
says. "It's offered tremendous amount of support to 
help our community members move forward in the 
past, and we're happy to continue to do so." 

The EAP offers a helpline 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week in both English and French at 1-800- 
387-4765. Posner encourages eligible employees to 
visit the website (eap.concordia.ca) or call ext. 3667. 
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Sharing food and experience 


Students break bread with alumni as part of the Mentor Program 


KAREN HERLAND 


Fréchette remembers 
what starting a career feels 
like. As an executive member 
of the Concordia University 
Alumni Association (CUAA), 
she saw a perfect opportunity 
to give back. 

The new initiative Dinner for 
Eight allows graduating stu- 
dents the opportunity to break 
bread with a professional and 
find out what life is like in the 
real world. Organized by 
Advancement and = Alumni 
Relations and sponsored by the 
CUAA, the initiative is part of 
the Mentor Program and aims at 
building enduring relationships 
between students and alumni of 
the university. 

“It's something I would have 
enjoyed participating in when I 
was finishing my degree and 
entering the — workforce, 
Fréchette said of her decision to 
open her home to seven students. 

Fréchette is Director of 
Business Development with 
Aviva Canada, one of the coun- 
try’s leading property and casu- 
alty insurance groups. In her 
five years with the company, 
Fréchette has risen through the 
ranks with several challenging 
experiences under her belt. 

“I've done a relocation and 


Lucie 
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Dinner for Eight guests learn from their host. (Left to right) Shan Yang, BA Admin; Anjelika Bykadorova, BComm Finance; Seyedmohsen Najafi Marzbali, 
MEng, Lucie Fréchette, Alumna host; Myriam Dimanche, BComm Finance; Chester Ntonifor, BA Honours Economics,; Di Xu, MA Mathematics; Enaefe 


Oniovosa, BComm Economics. 


learned how to be the one mak- 
ing decisions in times of finan- 
cial difficulty” 

She discussed both of those 
experiences and what she 
learned from them with the 
seven students who visited her 
home March 20 on the South 
Shore. Her guests, currently 
studying finance, mathematics 
and commerce, chose to attend 
the dinner she hosted; one of 
several offered by different 
alumni this term. 


Among them was 
Seyedmohsen Najafi Marzbali, 
who recently began a graduate 
degree in mechanical engi- 
neering after completing his 
undergrad in aerospace. 
Although it was a bit of a 
stretch to be among the busi- 
ness-minded, Marzbali says he 
“would like to work in a com- 
pany like Pratt & Whitney 
Canada and climb the ladder 
to management. 

Those aspirations brought 


him to Fréchette’s home, where 
he met her husband (who is an 
engineer) and her children over 
the four-hour visit. 

“It wasn’t that long, | wanted 
to give them the time to ask the 
questions they wanted to ask? 


‘said Fréchette, adding that 


some did battle initial shyness. 
Marzbali, originally from Iran, 
was joined by students from 
Africa and China. “It was totally 
informal, he said. “This is a real- 
ly useful program for people 


starting their careers and a very 
generous gesture for alumni.” 

On a less formal note, some of 
the lessons were social as well as 
business-related. 

“I served paella. If you learn 
how to make one thing really 
well, you can always serve it? 
said Fréchette. 

She also told them that they'll 
impress if they order a single 
malt scotch with water on the 
side. “You don’t want to order a 
cosmo at a business function” 





The free distribution of research and knowledge 


KAREN HERLAND 


If knowledge is power, there are 
those who would control it and 
those who would share it freely. 
Open access is the free distribu- 
tion of research and knowledge. 

“The results of publicly funded 
research should be available to 
the public” said Annie Murray, 
Librarian for Digital and Special 
Collections, speaking at a work- 
shop on open access she and her 
colleague Tomasz Neugebauer, 
responsible for digital projects 
and systems development, gave 
on March 19 as part of the 
libraries’ series of workshops for 
researchers. 


The session 
overview of open access concepts 
and resources available for 


researchers, all linked on the 
library website at library.concor- 
dia.ca/research/openaccess. 


provided an | 


Murray started with open 
access advocate Peter Suber'’s 
definition: “Open access litera- 
ture is digital, online, free of 
charge, and free of most copy- 
right and licensing restrictions’ 

Open access works can be 
read, cited, included in your 
course packs or linked to from 
your own website. The advantage 
is a wider audience for research 
and more potential for citations 
or acknowledgment. 

Neugebauer pointed out that 
researchers used to communi- 
cate their findings by personal 
letter. Scientists could benefit by 
building on each others’ work 
and by establishing a paper trail 
of who discovered what and 
when. 

At a certain point, academic 
journals took on this role. Peer- 
reviewed journals validate the 
veracity of research and coordi- 


nate its dissemination to 
researchers interested in the 
same concepts. 

However, what began as an 
attempt to broaden the access to 
knowledge has, in some cases, 
limited it with spiraling journal 
subscription rates. The average 
institution is struggling to meet 
the specialized needs of the broad 
range of researchers it serves. 

Open access provides peer- 
reviewed material in a coordinat- 
ed manner — all it requires is the 
permission of the rights holder. 

Neugebauer cited ArXiv, a digi- 
tal repository established for 
physics researchers in 1991 as “a 
success story for open access” 
After nearly two decades, ArXiv 
has expanded to include a half 
million items in mathematics, 
computer science, _ biology, 
finance and statistics. 

Some journal publishers are 


using programs such as Open 
Journal Systems to establish 
online, open access journals 
that can be accessed through 
search engines like OAIster or 
Google Scholar. 

Neugebauer points out that 
despite many researchers’ fears 
their institutions, funders or 
potential publishers expect 
exclusive rights to any work they 
have commissioned or accepted 
for publication, the reality is 
quite different. 

SHERPARomeo, a web site pro- 
viding the copyright policy of 
numerous publishers demon- 
strates that over 60% formally 
allow authors some form of self- 
archiving. of their work, either 
before or after it has been edited 
by the review committee. 

Similarly, SHERPAJuliet, lists 
the policies of funding bodies as 
regards open access. Several fun- 


ders encourage the dissemina- 
tion of research results through 
some sort of public archiving 
program. 

Finally, an increasing number 
of institutions are offering the 
opportunity or researchers to 
deposit their work within an 
institutional open access reposi- 
tory. Concordia's repository is set 
to open in the fall with retrospec- 
tive Concordia theses as the bulk 
of its initial content. 

A working group is currently 
preparing a position paper and 
will be initiating a dialogue on the 
topic soon. 

Meanwhile, Congress 2010 
convener Ronald Rudin has iden- 
tified open access as a key theme 
of next year's conference. “We are 
currently planning several key 
speakers and panels on the sub- 
ject. It’s going to be a major focus 
of congress.’ 
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The Raw and the cooked 


Hieroglyphs by Twyla Exner 





KAREN HERLAND 


The transformation of clay, from 
yielding to brittle, from found to 
processed and from field to table 
is the underlying theme of 
Raw/Medium Rare/Well Done. 

The show, on at the FOFA 
Gallery until April 17, explores the 
medium in a variety of traditional 
and alternative forms. Besides the 
show, the event also included a 
well-attended symposium on 
March 27, the day after the 
vernissage. 

“When I was on sabbatical two 
years ago, I got the idea to have a 
show that covers the last thirty 
years of ceramic art at Concordia; 
explains Studio Arts Professer 
Thérese Chabot of the decision 
that had her tracking down stu- 
dents, faculty members and tech- 
nicians who have contributed to 
the program. 

Chabot, who has been here for 
25 years, says finding those who 
played a role before the age of 
email was not easy. 

“We reached at least 200 who 
had been here since 2000; she 
says. Those who answered the call 
submitted their work to a jury. 


Ultimately, 17 ceramicists repre- 
senting the past and future of the 
program , have’ work in 
Raw/Medium Rare/Weil Done. 

“Once I had the work, I brain- 
stormed a title? says Chabot. “I 
wanted something covering all 
the ways we can look at clay, from 
mud, that is not permanent, 
through bisque firing and then 
finished pieces. | wanted to cap- 
ture different manifestations of 
the material?” 

The show does just that. At one 
extreme are the tiny, handmade, 
delicately decorated tea pots of 
Céline Lepage. Lepage, now in her 
70s, studied with Chabot in the 
80s. At the other extreme are pho- 
tographic images transferred onto 
tiles in the work of technician Kit 
Griffin, representing the gap 
between the haves and have-nots 
in Africa. 

Somewhere in between is the 
work of graduate student Twyla 
Exner. Over a year, Exner threw 
300 earthenware urns, glazed 
their interiors and filled them 
with vinegar. Linking them 
together with copper wire, she 
was able to generate enough 
power to run an iPod Shuffle. The 


installation occupies the front of 
the gallery facing Ste. Catherine 
St. “It’s a nice combination of the 
ancient and the modern,’ says 
Chabot. 

Similarly, Karen Warshaw 
Lampcov knitted small sacks, 
then dipped them in porcelain 
slip and fired them at high tem- 
perature. The pieces look both 
contemporary and crafty. “The 
work reflects textiles, domesticity, 
vessels and the materiality of clay 
itself? 

In the black box section at the 
back of the gallery, an intimate 
space has been created to display 
a piece by Chabot. Ephemera 
from around her South Shore 
home and garden— flowers, seed 
pods, grasses, even bones and 
baby birds — have been dipped in 
translucent porcelain, fired and 
delicately arranged in frozen 
tableaux (referencing Vanitas) on 
pierced platters lit from below. 

“I wanted to portray the cycle of 
life, both dying and renewal, to 
capture both beauty and tragedy; 
she says of the work partly 
inspired by. the ice storm. “I also 
wanted to recall a feast, which 
relates to ceramics. 





Vanitas (vanité, tout n’est que 
vanité) by Thérése Chabot 


New electroacoustic archive largest in Canada 


Russ COOPER 


Ifa tree falls in the forest, you cap- 
ture it on tape and manipulate the 
sound until it’s a shimmering 
work of art... will people listen? 
The answer is a resounding ‘yes! 

And now, you can hear hun- 
dreds more stunning works of 
sound art at the newly-launched 
Concordia Archival Project (CAP) 
website (cec.concordia.ca/educa- 
tion/archive). 

On March 17, members of the 
university and the Canadian 
Electroacoustic Community 
announced the official launch of a 
unique archival and research 





Music Professors Kevin Austin and Mark Corwin prepare for the electroa- 
coustic concert at the CAP launch on March I7 in the Hexagram Black Box.. 


project at the EV Building 
Hexagram Black Box. The initia- 
tive, funded by Heritage Canada 
through Canadian Culture Online 
and partnered by Concordia has 
produced the largest resource for 
the history of electroacoustics in 
Canada, available ‘virtually any- 
where in the world. 

For the seasoned follower of 
electroacoustic music, there is 
more new information than you 
can shake a Moog at. But for the 
neophyte, this is the perfect 
place to learn what a Moog is 
and, henceforth, how it can be 
shaken. 

The joint research project has 


NOLINS WIL 


allowed for the recovery and digi- 
tal archiving of part of a major 
collection of electroacoustic 
works from the ‘60s to the '90s in 
various media such as acetate, 
cassette tapes, reel-to-reel, etc. 
The on-going treasury currently 
houses over 3 000 works of over 
200 composers and sound artists; 
most of which have been per- 
formed here at Concordia over 
the past 30 years. 

"Analog tapes deteriorate over 
time. This music could've been 
lost completely if it wasn't digi- 
tized,” said Yves Gigon, CEC 
administrative co-director and 
project manager. 

While tricky to formally define, 
electroacoustics is the study and 
creation of sound through elec- 
tronic means, including manipu- 
lating, composing, reproducing, 
etc. Often exploring the interac- 
tion of naturally- and electronical- 
ly-generated sounds and effects, 
the art form includes many 
aspects of sound art, music tech- 
nologies and the disciplines of tra- 
ditional music. 

Now, anyone curious about the 
history and current state of elec- 
troacoustic music can simply visit 
the website. There, one can listen 
to works, read about the com- 


posers and their techniques, or 
reach them directly through links 
to their personal websites. 

For Professor Kevin Austin — a 
CEC co-founder and music 
teacher here since 1970 — this has 
been a long time coming. Revered 
as one of electroacoustic's fore- 
most promoters and active com- 
posers, Austin envisioned a multi- 
layered database in 1971 as he 
was completing his masters’ in 
composition at McGill. In those 
days, he states, the community of 
EA composers was very small, but 
has grown significantly now num- 
bering in the tens of thousands— 
especially at Concordia and in 
Montreal, now recognized among 
the world's most active centres of 
electroacoustic creativity. 

"In the '70s, we would perform 
concerts to three or five or ten 
people. [Our focus] wasn't tech- 
nology, it was about producing 
sound from different perspec- 
tives,” said Austin. "There was a 
passion.” 

The concert at the tail of the 
launch featured pieces from com- 
posers, "connected to Concordia 
in some way,’ said Austin. Among 
the pieces played was Estudio 
Sombre Ritmo Y Espacio, a rhyth- 
mic collage of motorcycle sounds 


sent to Austin from Argentina a 
quarter century ago by Ricardo 
Dal Farra, now the chair of 
Concordia’s music department. 

"We've created this archive to 
understand who we are, where we 
are and hopefully to shape the 
future.” says Dal Farra, who also 
serves as electroacoustic music 
consultant for UNESCO's Digiarts 
global project. 

Encompassed within the 
archives site, eLearning is a series 
of educational modules present- 
ing historical perspectives of EA 
across Canada and international- 
ly. Developed as part of the project 
by CEC's Chantal Bénit, the curi- 
ous ear can experience the history 
of electroacoustics, starting from 
its dawn in the mid-1800s with 
the development of the Morse 
code and the creation of the elec- 
tronic tuning fork right through to 
the present day. 

The CAP also incorporates 
works from eContact{ the bilin- 
gual quarterly online journal for 
the CEC, and SONUS.ca, the 
world’s largest online jukebox 
that streams a selection of EA 
recordings, both of which pro- 
mote and enhance Concordia’s 
international research profile 
immeasurably. 
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Inter— HIV/AIDS art exhibition 


The 15th annual HIV/AIDS art exhibition runs till Fri., April 10. Initiated by students enrolled 
in HIV/AIDS: Cultural, Social, Scientific Aspects of the Pandemic, the exhibit explores the var- 
ious intersectional, interdisciplinary, and interpersonal approaches to representing the pan- 
demic. For more: hivaids@alcor.concordia.ca 


As much as possible... 


This innovative exposition of the Ellen Gallery's permanent collection, titled As Much As Pos- 
sible Given the Space Alotted, continues until April 17. The goal is to show as many works as 
can be mounted in the Gallery, then systematically return the work to the vault. Now that the 
show is past the halfway point, the works are gradually being returned to storage, so be sure 
to get there soon. 


Elements of Gigantology 


Professor of Media History and Theory at UCLA Erkki Huhtamo will discuss Elements of 
Gigantology on Thurs., April 2 from 6 to 8 p.m. in H-1220. He will also lead a seminar on his 
work the following day at 1 p.m. 


Ellison Quartet performs original music 


On Thurs., April 2, The Charles Ellison Quartet will perform a concert of original music titled 
Unity at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall at 8 p.m. 


Undisciplined Practices 


In the now-defunct public swimming pool, Bain St. Michel, 5300 St. Dominique, emerging artists 
from the Studio Arts (ARTX) Program are holding an exhibition from April 6 to 13, from noon to 
6 p.m., titled Undisciplined Practices. A vernissage will be held Sun., April 5 from 4 to 8 p.m. 


University of the Streets Café 


On Mon, April 6 at Arts Café, 201 Fairmount, the discussion will focus on the media's role in 
making science accessible. On Tues., April 7 at Centre St-Ambroise, 5080 Saint-Ambroise, Café 
Scientifique asks Why is good sex good for you? Discussions are held from 7 to 9 p.m. and 
although there is no fee, donations are appreciated. For more information visit univcafe.con- 
cordia.ca or email univcafe@concordia.ca. 


New MA in Journalism offered 


The Department of Journalism will hold information sessions to launch the new Master's 
degree in Journalism to be offered in September. The degree is a research-oriented program 
aimed at new and existing journalists, as it examines new technlogies and challenges to the 
profession. On Tues., April 7, the session will be held downtown in EV 9.221 from 1 to 2 p.m. 
April 8 from 1 to 2:30 in CJ 3.306 on the Loyola Campus. Please confirm your attendance 
with an email to to francis@alcor.concordia.ca. 


Four one act plays by Lady Gregory 


The Department of Theatre and the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies will co-present Four one 
act plays by Lady Gregory on April 8 and 9 at 7:30 p.m. Admission is free but seating is limited. 
See cdnirish.concordia.ca for details. 


Interviewing Perpetrators 


The Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling and the CURA Life Stories Project are co- 
hosting a workshop on Interviewing Perpetrators of Atrocities on April 10 from 2 to 4 p.m. Erin 
Jesse will facilitate. The workshop is free but requires registration: cohds@alcor.concordia.ca 


Student films-on show 


On Fri., April 10 at 7 p.m., Proje(c)t Y finishes its two-month tour of Quebec at Cinéma du Parc, 
3575 Parc Ave. Proje(c)t Y aims to promote university film students by screening their work in 
locations it wouldn't otherwise reach. Student filmmakers get to rub elbows with professionals in 
the industry and may win prizes to further their careers. Prizes will be awarded the foliowing day, 
also at Cinéma du Pare. For details, see www.projet-y.org/ 


The Ethics of Eating 


On Thurs., April 16, Warren Belasco will discuss the consequences of our current eating deci- 
sions for the future in The Ethics of Eating: Can a Clean Plate Save the Planet? Beginning at 4 
p-m. in EV 1.605, this professor from the University of Maryland asks if we, by keeping a moral- 
ly clean plate and eating ethically, can create a better world for future generations. 


CineGael 


Fifty Dead Men Walking will be screened at the De Seve Cinema at 7:15 p.m. on Fri., April 17 as 
part of the Cine Gael film series. Padhraig Mac Lochlainn of Ulster will appear as guest speak- 
er to provide a brief background to "The Troubles" in Northern Ireland. Admission is $7. The 
series concludes April 30 with Love and Savagery. See cinegaelmontreal.com/ for details on the 
closing gala. 


Blue Met events on campus 


The 11th annual edition of the Blue Metropolis Montreal International Literary Festival, 
founded by Concordian Linda Leith, is scheduled from April 22 to 26 at the Delta Centre-Ville 
Hotel. The five days of literary events, held in English, French, Spanish and other languages, 
will feature a number of Concordians. Of interest are two events to be held on campus: On 
Wed., April 15, former Governor General Adrienne Clarkson will give an homage to Norman 
Bethune. The talk will be followed by an on-stage interview with broadcast journalist Anne 
Lagacé Dowson and the launch of-Clarkson’s biography of Bethune. On Thurs., April 23, 
award-winning author and alum Nino Ricci will take part in a moderated discussion of his lat- 
est novel. Both events will be held in the DeSéve Cinema and require advance registration. See 
alumni.concordia.ca for full details. 





School of Irish Canadian Studies approved by Senate 


KAREN HERLAND 


On the heels of St. Patrick's Day, it 
would appear the Senate deci- 
sion to approve the creation of 
the School of Canadian Irish 
Studies was due not so much to 
the luck of the Irish as it was to 
their hard work. 

Michael Kenneally, Chair in 
Canadian Irish Studies and 
Director of the Centre for Irish 
Studies, was honoured by the St. 
Patrick's Society of Montreal last 
month for his contribution to 
Irish education in Canada. 
Kenneally has been involved in 
promoting Canadian Irish studies 
(which examines the Canadian 


experience of Irish immigrants 
and the impact of the Irish com- 
munity on Canada, especially 
Quebec) for many years. 

Kenneally, presented the suc- 
cessful proposal at the March 20 
Senate meeting with Ronald 
Rudin (History), who himself 
has been teaching Irish history 
for 20 years. 

“There is nothing else like this 
school in Canada? says Rudin 
about the decision. “We are now 
comparable to Boston University 
and Notre Dame” 

Having the centre reclassified 
as a school (such as the Liberal 
Arts College) allows the centre to 
continue to manage the growing 


number of students enroled in 
its courses (16 this year offered 
through eight departments) 
while earning a seat at chairs’ 
meetings and Faculty Council 
which will make it easier to 
advance the interests of Irish 
Studies. 

The St. Patrick's Society funded 
four courses at Concordia in 1991. 
A few years later, that partnership 
developed into the Canadian Irish 
Studies Foundation which raised 
funds to support the Centre's 
activities including managing 
courses, bringing in guest speak- 
ers (over 140 since 1991) and sup- 
porting visiting professors. 

Funding from various levels of 


government in Canada, Ireland 
and the U.K. has continued to 
support the work of the Centre, 
including an announcement last 
year of the creation of the 
Johnson Chair in Canadian Irish 
Studies thanks to contributions 
from the Quebec government 
and the Concordia University 
Foundation. 

Once the School is created, it 
will have three faculty members: 
the two Chairs, as well as the hold- 
er of a position in Irish history. 

There are plans to move the 
school from the centre's current 
location in the Bronfman 
Building to a more central one on 
the Sir George campus. 


Michael Kenneally 
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Concordia curlers rock nationals 


DANIEL RODRIGUES 


There was ice but no skates, 
brooms but no dirt, rocks being 
thrown everywhere... all for the 
first time in Concordia sports 
history. 

But for the four women repre- 
senting the Stingers at the 2009 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
(CIS) curling championships, the 
weekend was less about firsts and 
more about rockin’ out ...hard! 

Curling has a distinguished his- 
tory in Canada, but the sport has 
just recently joined the CIS-gov- 
erned roster of sports with the 
help of the help of the Canadian 
Curling Association. The CIS held 
its inaugural championship in 


2008, but this year marked 
Concordia’s first foray into 
Canadian university curling. 

“Tt was great getting to curl for 
Concordia; said _ Brittany 
O'Rourke, who threw third stones 
for the Stingers. “It was the first 
time any of us got to curl for a 
school” 

Although partaking in the 
championship for the first 
time, experience was not 
something these competitors 
lacked - three have been 
involved in curling for more 
than seven years. In fact, 
O'Rourke along with second 
Sasha Beauchamp and skip 
Kristen Richard participated in 
the Canadian junior champi- 


onships as members of Team 


Quebec from 2007 to '09. 

To complete the quartet, the 
team brought on Erin Ryan, who 
has CIS championship experi- 
ence as a member of the 
women’s rugby team, to throw 
lead stones for the Stingers. 

“Curling is more mentally 
tough,’ said Ryan when asked to 


- compare the two sports. “In 


rugby, if youre not having your 
best game, your team can make 
up for it. In curling, you can't get 
away with too many mistakes.” 
Held here in Montreal last 
week, the Stingers didn't have 
the kind of inaugural hometown 
experience they probably 
would've liked. They dropped 


the opening game to Laurentian 
University before collecting two 
straight wins against the 
University of PE... and the 
University of Alberta. 

Match four saw the Stingers 
lose to the top-seeded and 
unbeaten University of Manitoba, 
ending any chance the team had 
to reach the medal round. After a 
final loss to Saint Mary's 
University, the Stingers ended 
with a 2-3 record for the event. 

“I think we played pretty well 
this week? said O'Rourke. “We're 
still disappointed, but curling is a 
tough sport. It’s like chess on ice. 

“Curling is more mentally 
tough,’ said Ryan when asked to 
compare the two sports. “In 





rugby, if youre not having your 
best game, your team can make 
up for it. In curling, you can't get 
away with too many mistakes.” 

Even more important than the 
event itself, the tournament pro- 
vided an opportunity to show- 
case one of Canada’s longest 
running sports, and organizers 
hope to see curling become 
more popular on the university 
cireuit in the years to come. 

“Hopefully more people will 
get a chance to see curling and 
maybe that will help people get 
more involved,” said Ryan. 

The Wilfrid Laurier Golden 
Hawks repeated as national 
champions, defeating Saint 
Mary's 6-4 in the final. 


Positively affecting HIV/AIDS through art 


15th edition of exhibition attracts artists from Concordia and abroad 


» 


Russ COOPER 





Exploring what desire means 
isn't always about discovering 
what we want and why. For 
those involved in this year's 
HIV/AIDS exhibition, desire 
comes in the form of advanc- 
ing awareness and creative 
expression. 

From March 30 to April 10, 
the 15th edition of Inter— (pro- 
nounced ‘interdash’) is being 
held in the VAV Gallery. 

This year, eight students are 
curating the work of 12 artists 
(seven from the class, four 
guest artists and one group 
project of three students) 
under the theme of ‘interdisci- 
plinarity’ The exhibition will 
be focusing less on the morali- 
ty and the polarizing issues 
surrounding HIV. Rather, 
organizers have chosen to 
examine its impact and the 
concept of harm reduction. 

“We've chosen art that 
reflects how HIV intersects 
with different aspects of life? 
says curator Erin Silver. "We're 
not going to have clichéd art 
with, say, condoms or African 
imagery. The intention is not to 
alienate; it's not a question- 
answer, right-wrong kind of 


thing.” 
The show stems from the 
interdisciplinary class, 


HIV/AIDS: Cultural, Social, 
Scientific Aspects of the 
Pandemic, and the exhibition 
has accompanied the course all 


but one ofits 16 years. The two- 
term course exposes students 
to academics and community 
workers and professionals from 
arange of perspectives, all shar- 
ing their experience of work 
related to HIV. Students them- 
selves participate in intern- 
ships around the community, 
devoting four hours per week 
to getting first-hand experience 
at organizing, fundraising or 
front-line intervention. 

Those involved.in partici- 
pating organizations, the art 
community and: the course 
over the years all are invited to 
the show. 

“The reception has been 
great. We're really hoping to 
further bridge between uni- 
versity and the greater 
Montreal community,’ says 
Silver, who completed the 
class in 2004-05 and served as 
an intern for the show the 
same year. She's now complet- 
ing her MA in art history. 

Moving beyond city limits, 
second-year women studies’ 
student and class member 
Liam Michaud O'Grady’s con- 
tribution to Inter— is the 
Prisoner 
Project. A collaboration with 
QPRIG Concordia, the project 
links gay, lesbian, transsexual, 
transgender, gendervariant, 
two-spirit, intersex, bisexual 
and queer inmates in Canada 
and U.S. with people from 
these same communities out- 
side of prison. The project will 
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VAY Gallery goers experience the art work during the opening day of Inter— on March 30. 
Above: Mythical Interventions by Michael Garfinkel. 


be facilitating a workshop 
entitled, You Improvise to 
Survive: Queer Sexual Safety 
Inside and Outside of Prisons 
on April 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the Centre for Gender 
Advocacy (2110 Mackay). 

“The project is organized 
centrally around how 
[inmates] navigate sexual 
safety, HIV prevention and 
risk reduction in an environ- 
ment that prevents these 
things from being a possibili- 
ty; says O'Grady. “We're hop- 
ing that holding the workshop 
will function to reintroduce 
prison issues back into AIDS 
issues, histories and preven- 
tion work? 

This is the first time in the 
history of the show that organ- 


izers have held an open call for 
artists beyond the classroom. 
With his contribution, Maine- 
based guest artist Ryan Conrad 
is placing a series of provoca- 
tive posters indiscriminately 
around the city to create a viral 
buzz, prompting observers to 
pose questions about its artis- 
tic interpretation and its place- 
ment. At the VAV, he'll be doing 
the same, affixing his work on 
the gallery's walls at random. 

"It's a method to bring a pub- 
lic project back into the gallery,” 
says Silver. 

The vernissage will take 
place 7 p.m. on April 2 at the 
VAV, kicking off a number of 
events throughout the 11-day 
exhibition. Check out Vincent 
Chevalier's So... when did you 


figure out that you had AIDS? 


performative artist talk on 
April 2 at 5:30 p.m. in VA 234 
and again on April 8 in the 
VAV; Cam Matamoros will be 
giving an artist talk on 
Wednesday the 8th in the VAV 
at 6 p.m.; Closing remarks by 
Erin Silver and a talk by Marty 
Fink will be held April 10 at 7 
p-m. in EV 1.605. 

In addition, as part of its 
15th anniversary, a wrap-up 
party to celebrate the bench- 
mark at the Eastern Bloc on 
April 11 will feature Toronto- 
based artist Mikiki, as well as 
internationally renowned DJs 
CFCF and Will Munro. 

To learn about the exhibition 
or to keep up as it unfolds, visit 
interdash.wordpress.com. 


